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National Association of Chamber Ambassadors

Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chamber Ambassadors Reunite at National Conference

 Members of the [insert your Chamber or Ambassador group name here] attended the National Association of Chamber Ambassadors Conference XXIII, held in Shawnee, Oklahoma April 15-18, 2009. 
Groups from all over the United States were represented at the conference in Shawnee. Some 20 first time attendees attended the first timer luncheon at the Heart of Oklahoma Conference Center. Thursday’s conference opened with an optional workshop that was free to all conference attendees entitled, “Measuring Value: Ways to Show the True Value of Chambers.” Thursday’s workshops all featured Kip Lilly, who has twenty years’ experience in organizational management as a chamber executive, consultant and management trainer. Other topics covered on opening day included “Generations at the Crossroad: Work Values in Conflict” and a Leadership Game Show. Thursday evening concluded with the annual pin exchange and group photos.   

The three-day conference featured other inspirational and educational speakers including Fran Topping, Lynn Baker, and Dr. Alberta Mata.
 
Officers elected to serve for 2009-2010 include Beverly Shortes, President, from Seminole, Texas; Skip Overdier, President-Elect from Clovis, New Mexico; Becky Stallings, Secretary/Treasurer, from Abilene, Texas; and Gussie Black, Past President, from Hobbs, New Mexico. Remaining board members serving for 2009-2010 are Mike Schuler, Lake Havasu City, Arizona; Brandi Hill, Midland, Texas; Linda Newberry, Artesia, New Mexico; Donna Carr, Odessa, Texas; and Joyce Gobrecht, Alamogordo, New Mexico. New board members elected at the general session include Staci Carrell, Carlsbad, New Mexico; Emily Waite, Wichita Falls, Texas; and Ray Battaglini, Hobbs, New Mexico.

Additionally, Jeni Coke of Lake Havasu City, Arizona was appointed chair of the Future Directions Committee; Brandi Hill was appointed chair of the Lifetime Membership Committee; Emily Waite of Wichita Falls, Texas was appointed chair of the Auction Committee; Joyce Gobrecht will chair the First Timers Committee; Becky Stallings will chair the Resolutions Committee; and Beverly Shortes was appointed to chair the Membership Committee and the NACA Store. 
In addition to keynote speakers, team building, and networking, attendees who arrived the afternoon before conference were treated to an excursion that included a tour of the Oklahoma City Memorial Museum, Bricktown, and a tour on the Water Taxi. A live auction was held to raise money for the NACA, and the annual awards banquet honored volunteers for their leadership and dedication.  There were two Lifetime Membership Awards given: Gussie Black, Hobbs, New Mexico and Emily Waite, Wichita Falls, Texas.
Carlsbad, New Mexico was confirmed as the destination for the 2010 conference, and Lake Havasu City, Arizona won the bid for the 2011 conference.

The National Association of Chamber Ambassadors assists Chambers of Commerce nationwide in establishing ambassador groups by providing education, materials, and information, as well as providing a forum for the exchange of ideas between ambassadors.
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